
Curriculum Meeting  

March 22, 2016 

 

In Attendance:  Francois Tenenbaum, Leslie Eisenberg, Linda Kreisman, Paul Critti, Judy Menashe, 

Natalie Bogdanov, Melissa Gates, Shari Braverman, Daniella Simon, Lisa Zavetsky Gershon, Ellen 

Margolin, Irina Vilensky, Jill Verschleiser 

Minutes of previous meeting were accepted. 

1-Betty Rosa is the new Chancellor of the Board of Regents which is the policy maker in the state of NY.  

Her role can be compared to that of the President of the Board of Education in a school district whereas 

the Commissioner can be compared to the District Supt. She began as a paraprofessional and went onto 

getting her PhD. and becoming a district superintendent. She is in favor of test opt-outs. 

2-Standardized tests in grade 3-8: 

 These will be overseen by the District Office who is meeting with building level 

administrators to insure that test procedures are followed, including the “unlimited 

time” policy. 

 Students who opt-out may be seated elsewhere than their classrooms. Students who 

continue working after others in their class have finished may be moved to another 

location to continue working. 

 No new instruction will take place if any student in a class is still out of the room taking 

the test.  

 Students should be made aware of test structure etc, but direct test prep is discouraged. 

We must respect students on both sides of the coin. 

 The team was notified of an opt-out app on cell phones that allow the parent to contact 

the district through the app. 

3-Superintendent’s Conference Day- March 3, 2016:  

 Our district conducted workshops instead of having a keynote speaker. The day was 

called Ed Camp. At the beginning of the day, teachers chose what they wanted to learn 

about and shared their knowledge. Everyone received a chrome book for embedded 

technology workshops. Google Docs were used to share information. There was positive  

feedback regarding the event. 

4-Mathematics-  

 Rather than asking the new interim math chairperson, Mr. Secaur disseminated the 

information.  



 An interim acting chairperson has temporarily replaced Mr. Murray. She can do 

observations and has been trained in the rubric. She is a retired professional from the 

Oceanside school district.  

 A search for a pre k- to 12 math chair is underway but the first resumes received were 

not strong. 

 Historically, our math scores are not as high as our ELA scores. 

 Two math programs are being piloted, but no decision on which to purchase has been 

made as yet because we are unsure of what the CCLS will look like next year. A decision 

will have to be made shortly.  

 The district decided to focus on non-CCLS curriculum for this year’s algebra II students 

for test purposes. 

5-Instructional Technology 

 Not all classrooms have Chrome books as yet. As the demand increases, more will be 

made available. 

 The district is hiring a Director of Instructional Technology.  

 Every teacher learned how to use Google Docs at the March 4 conference day. 

6-Cursive writing: 

 The new ELA chair is looking at how to fit it into the curriculum 

7- Summer Book Lists 

 The ELA chair is working with the library to ensure that the books are in stock timely; it 

is a very involved process that takes time. Therefore, the process needs to begin ASAP. 

There is a limit to how many copies of books are available in each library across Long 

Island and NYC. Digital copies are free. 

 

Next Meeting-April 20: Instructional Technology 

 


